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could not accept nationalism fully, but flirted
with its ideas. Thus in the case of the all-powerful
King-worship which is rampant all through the
Reformation Period, the Catholic could not
accept the full Protestant doctrine called the
Divine Right of Kings. But those inclined towards
this error went as near to it as they could, and
the great exponent of such a king idol, of local
civil claims encroaching on the universal authority
of the Church, was Louis XIV of France*
He was a boy in the middle of the seventeenth
century, he died several years after its close,
he was the greatest power in all the latter half of
that long lifetime of his. From, say, 1660 to
1715 Louis XIV meant more to the Europe
of his time than say, the British governing
class to the Europe of the later nineteenth
century. The king of France could never break
with Catholic unity, of course; indeed in a sense
he was the champion of Catholicism, now that
Spain (the old champion of Catholicism) was
in decay and that France herself had broken the
power of the Catholic German Empire. But
though he was thus the champion of Catholicism
he also went as far as he possibly could, short of
breaking with the Holy See, in insisting upon
the right of Princes to be independent within
their own realms. As his realm was Gaul (or